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IHistory of the Local 1.0.0.F. Loage | 
| By DOROTHY J. CLARK 1-13.-§$- 7 
One hundred and three years ago, Fort Harrison Lodge No. 157, I.0.0.F., was instituted. On} 
Jan. 12, 1855, final cards were granted to I. P. Winkle, F. Nippert, S. K. Allen, James B. Edmunds, 
A. R. Summers, William Patrick, Sol Hapbert, John Abbott, W. M. Slaughter, W. M. Williams, James 
Baird and John Leach to become the charter members forming Fort Harrison Lodge. |~ 
On Jan. 24, 1855, this lodge was instituted by D.D.G.M. John H. Barr. All the į 
names of the petitioners were from Terre Haute Lodge No. 51. A. R. Summers, who | 
continued his membership in Fort Harrison until his death, was first initiated into | 
the order of the Manchester Unity of England. 
` The first meeting place of the lodge was in the Paddock Building, located on the 
south side of Main street near Fifth street. This hall was leased by Terre Haute | 
' Lodge No. 51. 
On March 27, 1868, Fort Harrison dedicated their hall in the McLean Building 
located on the south side of Main street between Sixth and Seventh streets. 
3 The year of 1908 was a banner year for Odd Fellowship in Terre Haute, as Fort 
Dorothy J. Clark Harrison, Goethe and Amico Lodges, Terre Haute Encampment 307, Prairie City and 
RU i Alma Rebecca Lodges joined forces in a building program that made possible the Odd 
Fellows Temple, located at the northeast corner of Eighth and Ohio streets. The cornerstone for the 
building was laid May 17, 1908, and the Temple was dedicated November, 1908. 


Lodges Consolodate. mn indebted in Mr. H, P. Wil- 
On October 4, 1932, Goethe 382) liams, 1942 North Eleventh street, 
| consolidated with Fort Harrison) who sent me a copy of the early 
Lodge No. 157. On April 17, 1945.) history of this fraternal organiza- 
| Jonathan Lodge 868 consolidated} tion. He has served as. recording 


with Fort Harrison. On July L} Secretary of Fort Harrison Lodge 
1947, Terre Haute Lodge No. 51h for mney years. 


consolidated with Fort Harrison. . 
These lodges were instituted as Early Residents. 
noted below: Other facts learned about the 
Terre Haute Lodge No. 51 wask history of Odd Fellowship con- 
instituted January 21, 1848, by cerned some of our prominent 
P. M. Brown, D.D.G.M., in the early residents. On January 1, 1860, 
hall of Lodge No. 19, F. and A. M..§ final cards were issued by ,Terre 
on North Fourth street. The peti-§ Haute Lodge No. 51, to Isaac Ball, | noble grand, A. J. Ehlers; vice 
tioners for this lodge were Williamé Robert McEwan and L. A. Burnet grand, Philip Balder; recording 
Edwards, I. P. Winkle and P. M.f to assist Brazil Lodge No. 215 in|secretary, H. P. Williams; finan- 
Kneeland of Terre Haute; P. M.Ẹ their organization. These cards|¢jal secretary, Philip Gerold; 
Donley of Covington, and James} were immediately returned. treasurer, Charles DeLisle; trus- | 
Lyons of Clinton. The lodge meet-J* On January 9, 135, Vigo Lodge | tees, Q. L. Russel, D. C. Cook and [Py 
ings were held in three different} No. 476, Prairie Creek, Ind., was] H, P. Sterling. This year, 1958, will 
rooms until May, 1848, when Rufus} instituted by special deputy, W. K. | celebrate the fiftieth anniversary [f 
jSt. John Hall on the west side of | Edwards, assisted by P. G., A. R.|of the Odd Fellows Temple, Mr. | 
[the public square was secured. | Summers and H. D. Milns. Williams tells me. He attended the 
Goethe Lodge No. 382 was in- Canton McKeen No. 23, Patriarch cornerstone laying ceremony and 
stituted in the hall of Terre Haute | Militant was mustered February] the dedication activities of 1908. 


Lodge No. 51 on October 16, 1871, |31, 1889. That same year the Vet- > 
by W. H. DeWolf, D.D.G.M. Thes y = 


charter members were Peter at, 
| Miller, Charles M. Hirzel, Philip f| erans Odd Fellows Association No. 
“Schloss, Fred Scheydt, Theodore ||1 was organized. July 16, 1894, 
Rees, Herman Scherer, Christ || Amico Lodge No. 707 was insti- 
Reichart, Nic Stein, Enos Strouse, || tuted by special W. H. Leedy. 
Herman Kirmse, Jr., Nic Filbeck, | On November 20. 1878, a charter 
Fred Schmidt, John C. Meyer,!|was granted and Prairie City Rce- 
Samuel Frank, Francis Santer, ||bekah Degree was instituted by 
Joseph Rothschild and Peter || special deputy B. F. Foster, This 
Mischler. lodge held its meetings in the hall 
Jonathan Instiluted. of No. 157 located on South Main 
Jonathan Lodge No. 868 was in- || street. In December, 1889, Edwards 
| stituted March 2, 1909, The charter || Rebekah Lodge No. 320 was in- 
members were J. Hardesty, James || Stitued. 
= a F. J, Maner 0. C. Zenith In 1911, 
Shandy, Harry Philips, John B. f| About the year of 1911 Odd Fel- 
PaaS mueh TEE oyi oke i| lowship reached its zenith. At ne 
first meeting place was over the f po yer ere gaia F ; 
Neukom Drug Store at Thirteenth Í|] } £ hip as follows: heres Uain T 
and Wabash. Later they moved to erpe. a Fe -OLAS t=, 
Twelve Points, where they met {|| Odd Fellows with 1,583,169. 
until the consolidation. The Rebekuhs with 666,537 (the $ 
Since April, 1949, Fort Harrison | largest ladies organization). 
| has given out thirty-five fifty-year Indiana, with 80,006 subordinate 
buttons. At the time of this writing, f members, ranked fifth; with 18,053 
twenty-four of the brothers are 
| still living. 
| At the one hundredth anniversary 
| meeting in 1955, fifty-year veteran 
| buttons were presented to Edward 
W... Heiser, Charles Fread, Edwin 
L, Miller, William Timberman and 


in the Encampment, ranked first; f 
and second in the Rebekahs inf 
membership. = 
Terre Haute now has two sub- | 
jordinate lodges, one Encampment 
and four Rebekah Lodges as fol- 
lows: Fort Harrison No. 157, Amico 
No. 707, Prairie City Rebekah No. 
107, Edwards Rebekah No. 320, 
Alma Rebekah No. 568 and Bethele- 
hem Rebekah No. 805. i 
The newly elected officers of 
Fort Harrison Lodge for 1958 are: 


